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Next meeting  

Thursday, March 15th, at the EAA building, 

Aviation Way, Watsonville Airport,  7:30 p.m.  

February Meeting 

The monthly meeting was held on February 15th at 

the EAA building in Watsonville with twelve 

members present.. Steve Boracca presided and 

opened at 7:30 p.m. The minutes of the previous 

meeting were approved. The treasurerôs report can 

be seen on the membersô section of our web-site. 

The weather station is still somewhat intermittent 

The Pajaro Dunes station may be made more 

directional for us, which may improve things. 

All agreed that our afternoon at Pajaro Dunes flying 

drones through hoops had been successful, and we 

look forward to repeating sometime in the future. 

 Dan Morris announced that there would be a short 

fun-fly the following Sunday, for which he had also 

sent out an e-mail the same day. There would be 

two events, a fifteen-second climb and glide, and a 

minimum time triple-loop. There would be no 

requirement to use the same airplane for both 

events. Steve Boracca would cater with hot-dogs 

and fixings. 

 

Show and Tell 

George Ribeiro brought along an old German 

Mahle gas engine, which powered a Curtiss Robin 

Hood model of 99ò wingspan, which he has at 

home. He was looking for advice on the engine 

from anyone who might have had experience, but, 

unsurprisingly, nothing useful was forthcoming. 

Hard to tell where itôs been sitting for the last 

twenty years! 

 

Allen Ginzburg showed us some very high quality 

First Person View goggles with all the bells and 

whistles one could ever imagine  needing. They 

were $99.99 from BangGood in China, a very good 

buy. Hereôs Steve Boracca checking them out. 
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The fairly short meeting was closed at 8:25 p.m. 

Down by the River 

A nice flying day the previous Sunday brought quite 

a few flyers out. Hereôs one of Don Edwardsô 

airplanes, a Multiplex MiniMag, in his 

characteristic color scheme. 

 

Another of the strange airplanes that get made of 

Dollar Tree foam from plans downloaded from the 

internet. This one, a W-Wing, also built by Don 

Edwards. 

 

And here it is in close-up. 

 

The Fun Cub gang were out in force. Hereôs George 

McKeonôs airplane complete with under-fuselage 

canister from which he has just dropped a couple of 

parachutists ï unfortunately missed by your 

photographer! 

 

John Williams was right behind him with his 

version. John and his brother fly something like this 

full -scale in Alaska! 

 

Johnny Skoch had a very serious health situation in 

the fall, and we were glad to see him back at the 

field in February. Welcome back, Johnny, youôre 

looking well, and weôre delighted to see you! 

However, he has decided to cut down on his model 

airplane inventory. George McKeon bought a 

couple of his large airplanes, a beautiful Curtiss P-



6E, and a 98ò wingspan Extra, I think. Steve 

Boracca also bought a very nice looking Dirty 

Birdie. Here are partial pictures of the complete 

airplanes.. 

 

  

The following Sunday, February 18
th
, saw the fun-

fly competition, which had been announced a few 

days earlier. The combination of the short notice 

and fairly high cross-winds limited the number of 

entries, and George McKeon won both events! And 

here are the two winners. Yes, youôve seen them 

before; the glider and the profile 3D model were 

both featured just last month.   

  

In the triple loop, George sensibly took off from the 

east end of the runway, immediately completed his 

loops, and landed on the runway all in one straight 

line ï total time 7.5 seconds. In the past, several 

contestants have performed their maneuvers on the 

downwind leg, before completing the circuit, thus 

taking much longer. No-one else competed in this 

half of the competition. 

His glide time after a 15 second motor run was 130 

seconds. Steve Boracca also competed in this event 

with an 83 second time, and Hugh Chalmers, who 

had the nicest looking glider, had bad luck and 

couldnôt get off any good flights with his 100ò 

airplane. 

   

Later in the day, Johnny Skochbrought in one of his 

pro drones ï he makes them for local law 

enforcement agencies, and they come complete with 

all the bells and whistles you would expect for these 

requirements; GPS tracking, altitude and position 

hold, specific course holding, photography, etc. 

 



Here it is just off the ground, with its camera 

underslung. The two landing gear arms fold 

upwards into the same plane as the main structure to 

give uninterrupted camera visibility.Great design! 

One more Sunday saw some gliders out flying. 

Hereôs Georgeôs Calypso, which won the previous 

weekôs competition. 

  
Richard Ludt brought out a new Multiplex Cularis, 

seen here alongside an old Multiplex Easy Glider, 

which Alan Brown bought from the club that had 

bben donated some time ago. It was definitely in the 

ñNeeds Workò category, but flew O.K. in Steve 

Jonesôcapable hands. 

   

And hereôs the Calypso being launched by Richard, 

again piloted by Steve Jones. 

 

And finally, Mike Evans brought out his old ex-Don  

Good Pitts biplane. A pleasure to watch flying! 

 

Lateral Stability  

Well, I thought that I had finished with this subject 

for the time being, but one of our club members, 

who is also a full-sized aircraft pilot, felt that my 

explanation of what an airplane does in a lateral 

maneuver was incorrect. He was relating to a 

maneuver that you can get into in a full-sized 

airplane, which appeared to contradict my 

explanation. The answer is that we are both right, 

but my explanation covers initial response, while 

his refers to a particular steady state maneuver that 

you can get into which is very much a function of 

the particular airplane geometry. So here goes. 

Hereôs a picture I showed representing the lift at 

right angles to the wing and the weight hanging 

vertically downward. If we resolve these forces, 

then to maintain horizontal flight, the vertical 

components will balance, but there will be a 

horizontal side force because the lift is no longer 

acting vertically. This will want to move the 

airplane sideways, thus generating the flow field 

shown in ñVertical Wing Position (3)ò. 

 

This is a fairly well-understood situation, and is 

reproduced fairly similarly in the book ñAircraft 

Design: a Conceptual Approachò by Daniel 

Raymer, published by the American Institute of 


